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Received: 10 Jan 2019 Abstract

Accepted: 13 Mar 2019

Available Online: 01 May 2019 : Lice infestation is a social issue and one of the common health problems
: among students. We aimed to determine the effect of education based on Health Belief Model (HBM)
on preventive behaviors of head lice infestation in students.
This research was a quasi-experimental study. The study sample consisted of
138 students (69 in the intervention group and 69 in the control group) in the sixth grade of primary
school in Marivan City, Iran, in 2017. They were selected by two-stage cluster sampling method. Edu-
cational intervention was presented in 5 sessions. The data gathering tools were a demographic and
background questionnaire and a researcher-made questionnaire based on HBM and knowledge and
preventive behavior of pediculosis. The questionnaires were completed in two stages once before
and then two months after the intervention. The collected data were analyzed by relevant-tests in-
SPSS V. 16.
There were no significant differences between the two groups regarding demographic and
background variables before thee intervention (P>0.05). Two months after the intervention, signifi-
cant differences were observed between the two groups regarding the mean scores of the knowledge

Keywords: and the perceived susceptibility and barriers (P<0.05), but not in other constructs of the HBM, as well

Pediculosis, Health ¢ as behavior (P>0.05).

Belief Model, Educa- Despite the significant increase in the knowledge and perceived susceptibility and barriers

tion, Students, Mari- :  constructs, the educational intervention did not have a significant effect on the students' adoption of

van City :  preventive behaviors of head lice infestation.
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